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Animal Adventures – What 
do animals need and how 

do we care for them? 
Personal, Social, Emotional 

Development: 

Have a developing awareness of own needs, 
views and feelings. Be sensitive to the needs, 
views and feelings of others. Have a developing 
respect for own culture and the beliefs and 
cultures of others.  
Work as part of a group, taking turns and 
sharing fairly. Understand that there are codes 
of behaviour for groups of children and adults.  
We should try to work together harmoniously. 

How to help at home: 

Ask your child about how they feel and 
what makes them happy or sad or 
excited. Have a chat about making good 
choices. Talk about likes and dislikes and 
know it is ok not to like the same things. 
Let them know that sometimes others 
have different tastes or beliefs. Work 
together on a shared activity. 

Physical Development: 
Gross motor 
Run and stop with care. Throw and catch with accuracy. 
Develop stamina Make up and share simple dance routines.  
Learn simple team games using balls and hoops. Know exercise 
keeps you fit. Recognise changes in our bodies when we are 
active. 
Fine motor. 
 Use correct pencil grip and form letters and numbers correctly 
Manipulate scissors with care and precision. Use small 
construction and build with purpose. Using one-handed tools 
with care to make own projects. Join materials with purpose 
and care. 

How to help at home: 

Play ball games including 
football. Kick balls at a target. 
Feel your heart beating faster 
after you have been running. 
Encourage your child to write 
messages on post it notes. Make 
junk models and talk about the 
shapes they can see. Cut out 
shapes with safety scissors. 

Maths: 
 
Number - Correct formation for recording. Finding 1 more 
or 1 less from a given number. Recognise + and - and =. 
Use the vocabulary of addition and subtraction. Record 
using marks they understand and can interpret. Record 
simple number sentences eg 2+2+4.  
Shape, Space and Measures; use non- standard measures 
of length and mass.   Order objects by direct comparison. 
Solve simple real life problems related to money and time 
Use common shapes to recreate patterns. 

How to help at home: 

Say a number to you child so 
they can think of the number 
which is 1 more or 1 less. Write 
down simple addition and 
subtractions for them to solve. 
Halve numbers by sharing. 
Double numbers. Use a piece of 
string and find objects that are 
shorter, longer or the same 
length. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Understanding the World: 

Investigate the habitats and food of animals. Find out 
about favourite animals and where they live. Discover 
which animals live on land, in the sea and which can fly. 
Technology 
Record sounds. Develop computer confidence and mouse 
control. Complete educational programmes using literacy, 
numeracy and logic skills.  
RE 
Learn about friendship and know that Jesus is our friend. 
Know about being a good friend. Think about the prayers 
we send to God and why.  

 

How to help at home: 

Ask your child about their 
favourite animal, where it lives 
and what it might eat. Find out 
facts about animals.  Solve 
simple number problems using 
the computer. Talk about who 
are our friends and how we can 
be a good friend.  Talk about 
how Jesus is our friend and that 
God likes our praise. 

Expressive Arts and Design: 

Being Creative    
Experiment with collage materials. Choose colours and texture 
for a purpose. Make observational drawings of everyday 
objects. View art from different cultures.  Use malleable 
material to make models. 
Exploring Media and Materials 
Explore colour, form, shape and space in 2 and 3 dimensions. 
Make objects to support role play. 
Music and Dance.  
Move rhythmically to music, make up own dance moves and 
make own instruments to produce a unique sound. Explore how 
sounds may be changed. 

How to help at home: 

Colour pages and make sure the 
colouring is inside the lines. Take a 
photograph together eg their own 
face and try to draw it. Make 
playdough and play with it together. 
Add glitter and a nice smell.  Save 
household junk and make models.  
Sing favourite songs together very 
loudly. Dance too if you have 
enough breath left! 

Communication and Language: 

Reading - Read tricky words and familiar words in reading 
books. Learn and recognise words through listening and 
sharing books with adults at home. Read simple sentences. 
Use computer programmes to consolidate reading skills.. 
Recognise fiction and non-fiction books.  

Writing - Use correct letter formation. Use tricky, 
decodable and cvc words in own writing. Think, say and 
then write simple sentences. Recognise that a sentence 
needs a capital letter at the beginning, finger spaces and a 
full stop at the end. 

How to help at home: 
Give instructions with more than 
two steps. Ask your child to say 
‘the’ and not ‘ve’ and ‘thank you’ 
and ‘think’ not ‘fank you’ and ‘fink’. 
This will support reading, writing 
and spelling skills. Encourage sound 
and word recognition when you are 
out and about. When writing, count 
the sounds and count the words in 
the sentence before they write. 
Dictate simple sentences for your 
child to write down. Read, then cut 
them up and sort the words. 
Together listen to the tricky word 
song on YouTube. Look at 
Phonicsplay.com and play some of 
the games. 


