
 

Curriculum Overview  Year 1  Autumn term  

Mathematics 
Number - Number and Place Value (Tens and Ones)  

Most children in Year 1 will be ready to learn how to count to 100 both forwards 

and backwards from any given number. They might also begin to learn how to read 

and write numbers to 100 in digits (e.g knowing that 34 is thirty four) and count in 

steps of 2, 5 and 10.  

Pupils will learn to say the number that is one more or less than any number to 100 

and will become familiar with vocabulary such as: equal to, more than, less than, 

fewer, least and most, in order to answer questions containing this type of 

vocabulary, particularly in mental maths activities.  

Children may also start writing number words to 20 (e.g eight, thirteen etc.) and 

order numbers using vocabulary such as first, second, third etc.`  

Number - Addition and Subtraction  

In Year 1, most children are taught to recognise the following symbols: +, - and = 

and number bonds to 10 and 20 (these are both addition and subtraction number 

pairs which make 10 and 20, e.g 4 + 6 = 10, 10 – 6 = 4, 14 + 6 = 20 and 20 – 6 = 14). 

Number bonds are a great way of helping calculate quickly.  

Your child may work on adding and subtracting one digit and two digit numbers to 

20, including as part of solving simple problems.  

They will most likely be exposed to the following vocabulary often found in word 

problems: total (+), altogether (+), add, take away. This will help your child to 

become familiar with what a word problem is actually asking them to do in order to 

find out the answer 
 

Science 
Working Scientifically  

 

My Body 

To identify, name, draw and label the basic parts of the 

human body. 

 

Senses 

To say which part of the body is associated with each 

Sense. 

 

Sense Detectives 

To perform simple tests in the context of investigating 

each of the five senses. 

 

 

Grouping Animals 

To identify and name a variety of common animals 

including, fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals. 

 

Animal Bodies 

To describe and compare the structure of a variety of 

common animals (fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and 

mammals including pets. 

 

What Do I Eat? 

To identify and name a variety of common animals that 

are carnivores, herbivores and omnivores. 
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Reading 
In Year 1 children will consolidate Phase 3 of their Phonics to help them become 

more confident and fluent readers. We will then move onto Phase 4. When working 

on Phase 4, your child will learn different ways of spelling phonemes (sounds). A 

grapheme is a letter or group of letters representing a sound.  

 

Phase 3 

New grapheme  

ch  sh th ng ai ee igh 

oa oo  ar or ur ow 

oi ear  air ure er  

   

In Phase 4, no new graphemes are introduced. The main aim of this phase is to 

consolidate the children's knowledge and to help them learn to read and spell 

words which have adjacent consonants, such as trap, string and milk. 

They will also learn to apply their phonics to read pseudo words which are not real 

words. 

 Reading Comprehension  
This is all about your child understanding what they are reading, or listening to. In 

order to help your child become really confident with comprehension, they will be 

exposed to a range of books they can read and books they will have read to them 

(above their current reading level).  

They will be encouraged to make predictions about whether the book is fiction, 

non-fiction (factual) or poetry, what the book might be about, character’s actions 

or speech, and the ending.  

Your child will also become very familiar with fairy stories and traditional tales 

(The Three Little Pigs), retelling them in their own words and understanding their 

special features such as characters (good and bad) and story structure (opening, 

problem, resolution and happy ending).  

 

 

Writing 
Children will learn to spell words such as the common ‘tricky’ words and word 

families.  

• Children will practise writing simple sentences dictated by the teacher which 

contain the ‘tricky’ words and the phonemes (sounds) learned so far.  

 

Handwriting 

The best suggested pencil grip to help your child write comfortably and accurately 

is often referred to as ‘froggy fingers’. (As shown here).  

Children already working on forming pre-cursive lower case letters in the right 

direction, starting and finishing in the right place, and which letter family they 

come from – long ladder letters, curly caterpillar letters, one armed robot letters, 

etc. Children must also be able to write capital letters in Year 1 and form digits to 

9 correctly. An Alphabet Mat will be sent home shortly. 

Writing - Composition Children are encouraged to say what they will write before 

actually writing it in order to plan ideas in their head first. (Think, Say, Write, 

Check) 

Writing - Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation  

Most children in Year 1 will be learning how to use joining words such as ‘and’, ‘but’ 

and ‘because’ to join two ideas together to extend their sentences.  

Children will also be reminded to use capital letters for names (including places, 

days of the week and months of the year), in order to punctuate the beginning of a 

sentence and when writing about ourselves, using ‘I’.  

 

 

 


